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FOREWORD 


HAT  is  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China?  What 


V V is  its  origin?  What  is  its  form  of  worship?  What 
system  of  government  is  it  adopting?  What  is  the 
doctrinal  basis  of  this  union  of  so  many  churches? 
What  is  the  effect  of  registration  of  this  Church  with 
the  Chinese  Government?  How  is  the  war  affecting  its 
work?  What  work  is  it  carrying  on  at  present?  These 
questions  are  often  asked. 

The  purpose  of  this  booklet  is  to  answer  these  ques- 
tions and  to  set  forth  the  nature,  origin  and  task  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  as  concisely  and  as  clearly 
as  is  possible  within  the  compass  of  these  few  pages. 

The  statements  made  are  based  on  official  declara- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  China  and  on  a booklet  published  by  the  staff  of 
the  General  Assembly  under  authorization  by  the 
Assembly  entitled  “Let  Us  Unite”  (1938)  and  on  one 
more  recently  prepared  and  published  by  the  Staff  of 
the  Provisional  Council  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
west  China  called  “Church  of  Christ  in  China,  Nature, 
Origin,  Task.” 

Further  inquiries  will  be  welcomed.  Communica- 
tions may  be  addressed  to  the  office  of  The  Church 
of  Christ  in  China,  North  American  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, 156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y.,  or  to 
any  of  the  board  secretaries  of  the  cooperating  Mission 
Boards. 


Jtine,  1944,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA 


THE  DESIRE  FOR  CHURCH  UNITY  IN  CHINA 

More  than  twenty  years  ago,  at  a great  National  Christian 
Conference  in  China,  a statement  was  drafted  and  issued  by  the 
Chinese  Church  leaders  of  that  time.  This  statement  said  in  part, 
“We  believe  that  there  is  an  essential  unity  among  all  Chinese 
Christians  and  that  we  are  voicing  the  sentiment  of  the  whole 
Chinese  Christian  body  in  claiming  that  we  have  the  desire  and  the 
possibility  to  effect  a speedy  realization  of  corporate  unity,  and 
in  calling  upon  missionaries  and  representatives  of  the  Church  in 
the  West,  through  self-sacrificial  devotion  to  our  Lord,  to  remove 
all  obstacles  in  order  that  Christ’s  prayer  for  unity  may  be  fulfilled 
in  China.” 

During  the  time  since  this  statement  was  issued,  great  changes 
have  occurred  in  the  world,  but  the  desire  for  church  unity  in  China, 
and  the  need  for  it,  have  increased  rather  than  abated.  The  task 
which  awaits  the  Church  is  so  great  that  nothing  less  than  united 
planning  and  action  are  adequate.  While  the  differences  between 
the  various  Protestant  denominations  are  fairly  well  understood 
in  the  West,  denominationalism  is  puzzling  to  most  Chinese,  even 
those  within  the  Church. 

It  is  a matter  for  real  satisfaction  that  during  the  past  twenty 
years  the  ecumenical  movement  in  Protestant  Christianity  has  made 
great  progress  and  that  several  organic  unions  of  churches  have 
been  consummated.  Among  these  organic  unions  of  churches,  none 
is  broader  in  scope  than  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China.  While  we 
recognize  that  obstacles  to  complete  unity  among  the  Protestant 
churches  still  remain,  it  is  the  faith  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China 
that  nothing  less  than  one  organically  united  Body  will  answer 
the  prayer  of  our  Lord  “That  they  may  be  one.” 


N.B. — This  booklet  is  made  up  of  authorized  statements  and  official  declara- 
tions by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China;  additions  or 
explanatory  paragraphs  are  printed  in  italics. 
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A BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA 

In  April,  1918,  at  Nanking,  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  China,  a con- 
ference of  representatives  of  the  Presbj^erian,  London  Mission  and 
Congregational  churches  agreed  that  union  was  desirable  and  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  draw  up  a scheme  of  union  to  be  submitted 
to  the  constituent  communions.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the 
scope  of  the  union  should  be  enlarged  to  make  it  possible  to  include 
all  Protestant  evangelical  communions  desiring  to  discontinue 
in  China  the  denominational  divisions  of  the  West  which  were 
ready  to  participate  in  consummating,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  one  united  Church  of  Christ  for  all  China. 

The  Provisional  General  Assembly  met  in  Shanghai  April, 
1922.  The  first  General  Assembly  of  the  united  Church  of  Christ  in 
China  met  in  Shanghai  in  October,  1927,  when  eighty-eight  com- 
missioners, of  whom  sixty-six  were  Chinese  and  twenty-two  were 
missionaries,  officially  representing  eleven  synods  and  fifty-three 
district  associations,  were  in  attendance  and  effected  the  union. 
The  second  General  Assembly  met  in  Canton  in  1930  and  the  third 
Assembly  in  Amoy  in  1933.  The  Fourth  General  Assembly  met  at 
Tsingtao  in  July,  1937.  There  were  ninety-three  commissioners  in 
attendance,  twenty  of  whom  were  missionaries  elected  by  their 
respective  synods. 

Five  synods  and  thirty-four  district  associations  have  been 
added  to  the  Church  since  the  union  was  consummated  in  1927, 
making  a total  at  present  of  eighteen  synods  and  eighty-seven  dis- 
trict associations.  Under  normal  circumstances  there  are  over  a 
thousand  organized  churches,  fully  one-third  of  which  are  self-sup- 
porting. There  are  approximately  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
communicant  members  with  four  hundred  ordained  men,  and  over 
a thousand  lay  preachers  and  women  evangelists  assisting  them.* 

The  Fifth  General  Assembly  should  have  convened  in  Hankow 
in  1941,  but  the  Sino-Japanese  war  made  this  impossible.  Instead 
of  holding  a General  Assembly,  some  of  the  secretaries  visited  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country  to  hold  regional  conferences.  These  proved 
most  helpful.  During  the  latter  part  of  1941,  with  communications 
between  occupied  and  free  China  becoming  more  and  more  difficult, 

*The  last  statistical  report  ol  the  General  Assembly  ivas  gathered  in  1936. 
Since  that  time  on  account  of  war  situations  it  has  been  impossible  to  secure 
accurate  or,  in  any  measure,  complete  reports. 
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it  was  decided  to  organize  a Provisional  Council  for  Free  China 
with  Chengtu  (Szechuan)  as  headquarters.  The  main  office  in 
Shanghai  has  continued  to  function  for  the  occupied  areas.  It  is 
under  the  direction  of  an  Emergency  Directing  Committee  and  the 
necessary  expenses  are  raised  locally. 

COOPERATING  BOARDS  AND  CHURCHES 

The  following  Missionary  Societies  are  cooperating  in  and  with 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  China: 

1.  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 

2.  English  Baptist  Missionary  Society 

3.  Church  of  Scotland 

4.  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 

5.  London  Missionary  Society 

6.  Presbyterian  Church  of  England 

7.  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland 

8.  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Zealand 

9.  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada 

10.  Presbjderian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  (North) 

1 1.  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (South) 

12.  Reformed  Church  in  America 

13.  United  Brethren  in  Christ 

14.  United  Church  of  Canada 

TERRITORY  COVERED 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  is  a nation-wide  organization, 
covering  parts  of  eighteen  provinces  in  China,  namely:  Kwang- 
tung,  Fukien,  Kiangsi,  Chekiang,  Kiangsu,  Anhwei,  Shantung, 
Honan,  Hopei,  Shansi,  Shensi,  Hupei,  Hunan,  Szechuan  and  Man- 
churia. Church  mission  work  is  being  carried  on  by  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  China  in  Kweichow,  Yunnan  and  Sikiang  provinces. 

There  are  sixteen  synods,  which  are  divided  into  eighty-seven 
district  associations.  There  are  over  a thousand  organized  churches, 
more  than  one-third  of  which  are  self-supporting.  Ordained  minis- 
ters number  more  than  four  hundred.  The  total  number  of  com- 
municant membership,  according  to  the  statistical  reports  in  1937, 
was  approximately  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand. 
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The  following  are  the  names  of  the  synods  with  their  general 
location,  beginning  at  the  extreme  south  and  following  up  along  the 
coast  to  the  north  and  then  down  south  again  in  the  interior: 

1.  Hainan,  in  Kwangtung  province  on  the  Island  of  Hainan 

2. Kwangtung,  with  Canton  as  its  center  includes  Hongkong 
and  Macao 

3.  Lingtung,  East  Kwangtung,  extending  up  into  the  southern 
part  of  Kiangsi 

4.  South  Fukien  (Minnan),  with  Amoy  as  its  center 

5.  Mid-Fukien  (Minchung),  with  Foochow  as  its  center 

6.  North  Fukien  (Minpei),  with  Shaowu  as  its  center 

7.  Hwatung  (East  China),  including  Chekiang,  Kiangsu  and 
Anhwei  provinces 

8.  Shantung,  with  Tsinan,  Tsingtao  and  Chefoo  as  centers 

9.  Hopei,  with  Peiping,  Paoting  and  Shunteh  as  centers 

10.  Hwapei,  with  Peiping  and  Tientsin  as  centers 

11.  Manchuria — ^this  synod  has  been  cut  off  from  China  since 
1932 

12.  Shansi,  with  Taiyuan  as  its  center 

13.  Shensi,  in  Shensi  province 

14.  Honan,  in  Honan  province 

15.  Lianghu,  including  Hupei  and  Hunan  provinces,  with  Ichang, 
Hankow,  Changsha  as  centers 

16.  Szechuan,  the  great  province  of  West  China 

THE  FAITH  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA 

The  faith  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  is  set  forth  briefly, 
but  clearly,  in  the  Doctrinal  Bond  of  Union,  which  affirms  our  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  as  Redeemer  and  Lord,  our  acceptance  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  as  the  inspired  Word  of  God  and  our  acknowledgment 
of  the  Apostles’  Creed  as  expressing  our  common  evangelical  faith. 
This  Bond  of  Union  is  in  the  first  section  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Church,  which  is  printed  as  an  addendum  to  this  booklet. 

While  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  has  not  yet  formulated  a 
creed,  it  stands  for  the  great  convictions  of  evangelical  Christianity, 
“for  God  who  in  our  salvation,  has  revealed  Himself  as  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Spirit;  for  the  Bible  as  the  authoritative  standard  of 
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faith  and  life;  for  the  Lord  Jesus  as  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  fully 
human  and  fully  divine;  for  His  offering  of  Himself  on  the  cross, 
the  Just  for  the  unjust,  to  reconcile  us  to  God;  for  His  triumph  over 
death  and  for  His  abiding  presence  with  God  and  with  His  Church 
on  earth;  for  the  Holy  Spirit  who  calls,  renews.  Christianizes  be- 
lievers of  Christ  and  binds  us  together  into  one  fellowship  in  the 
Church  which  is  the  Body  of  Christ,  and  works  in  and  through 
us  for  the  transformation  of  the  world  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

In  addition  to  placing  the  Doctrinal  Bond  of  Union  in  the  first 
place  in  its  constitution,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  China  has  also  accepted  the  message  of  the  Church  as 
formulated  by  the  Jerusalem  and  the  Lausanne  conferences,  setting 
forth  the  Gospel  as  proclaimed  by  Jesus  Christ  and  written  in  Holy 
Scripture  as  the  message  of  God’s  salvation  for  individuals  and  for 
society. 

The  General  Assembly  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  desirability 
of  the  formulation  by  the  Church  of  a statement  of  faith  and  has  a 
commission  at  work  upon  it.  But  it  is  desirable  that  the  statement 
of  faith  should  be  the  expression  of  the  faith  of  the  Church  in  China, 
in  a form  that  is  especially  meaningful  to  Chinese  Christians. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  any  constituent  Church  on  en- 
tering the  united  Church  may  retain  its  original  standards  of  faith 
until  such  time  as  the  united  Church  shall  formulate  a creed  of  her 
own.  There  is  no  constitutional  obstacle  to  any  synod  which  so 
desires,  formulating  a doctrinal  statement  supplementing  the  Bond 
of  Union  to  serve  as  a standard  in  training  of  their  evangelists  and 
as  a guide  to  the  Christians  as  they  bear  testimony  among  their  non- 
Christian  brethren  to  the  power  and  reality  of  the  Gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


THE  FORM  OF  ORGANIZATION 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  in  its  organization  and  forms 
of  worship  is  an  attempt  to  translate  in  practical  terms  the  meaning 
of  ecumenicity.  It  has  inherited  from  the  sending  churches  a sys- 
tem of  government  and  forms  of  worship  of  the  so-called  “non- 
conformisf*  type.  It  is  natural  that  these  should  be  followed  in  the 
main.  The  ChurcHs  ideal,  however,  is  to  embrace  within  the  union 
all  true  Christian  Churches.  It  would  say  of  the  Church  what  the 
Swiss  Federation  says  of  the  States:  ‘‘One  for  All  and  All  for  One.” 
A human  community  based  on  the  Communion  of  Saints.  Truly  a 
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“Catholic  Church”  embracing  all  true  followers  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ  as  the  great  head  of  the  Church. 

In  its  set-up  there  are  four  grades  of  Church  Councils:  The  Local 
Church,  The  District  Association  (Presbytery),  The  Synod  and 
The  General  Assembly. 

The  principles  underlying  the  organization  are  democratic  and 
not  hierarchical.  The  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China 
permits  of  elasticity  in  organization  and  this  makes  possible  “daring 
experimentation”  in  the  search  for  a form  of  church  government 
adapted  to  Chinese  customs,  life  and  thought.  Some  local  churches, 
district  associations  and  synods  are  organized  according  to  the 
Presbyterian  polity.  Some  have  discovered  a combination  of  Pres- 
byterianism and  Congregationalism  to  be  suitable. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  to  prevent  a group  of  dis- 
trict associations  from  organizing  a synod  under  an  Episcopal  sys- 
tem so  long  as  this  system  does  not  contravene  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  recognition  of  each  other’s  clerical  ordination. 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  is  the  highest  court  and  is  na- 
tional in  its  scope.  It  constitutes  a “bond  of  union.”  It  organizes 
and  administers  the  work  of  the  Church  as  a whole  and  seeks  to  give 
guidance  and  help  to  the  synods  and  their  churches  in  the  perform- 
ance of  our  common  task. 

THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL  is  the  ad  interim  administrative 
agency  of  the  General  Assembly.  It  consists  of  one  representative 
elected  by  each  synod  and  a councilor-at-large  for  every  four  synods, 
elected  by  the  General  Assembly. 


THE  PLACE  OF  THE  MISSIONARY  IN  THE 
LIFE  AND  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH 

The  following  is  the  official  statement  of  the  Church  as  to  the 
place  of  the  missionary  in  the  life  and  work  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  China: 

“The  relationship  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  with  the 
sending  Churches  is  based  on  fellowship  and  love  in  the  service 
of  Christ  and  the  desire  to  make  known  the  message  of  God’s  love 
to  all  the  world.  The  Church  of  Christ  in  China,  having  been  recog- 
nized as  an  autonomous  Church  body  among  her  sister  Churches 
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in  the  world,  realizes  her  share  and  responsibility  in  the  great 
common  task  and,  for  the  sake  of  self-expression  and  self-develop- 
ment so  essential  to  all  life,  she  must  be  in  a position  to  carry  on 
and  control  her  working  forces. 

“We  express  our  appreciation  of  the  willingness  on  the  part  of 
the  sending  Churches  to  send  missionaries  to  cooperate  with  our 
Church  and  to  allow  them  fully  to  identify  themselves  with  us  as 
a part  of  the  working  force. 

“The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  does  not  desire  in  any  way  to 
interfere  with  the  necessary  and  proper  jurisdiction  of  the  sending 
Churches  over  their  missionaries  in  matters  pertaining  to  their 
responsibilities  to  that  Church. 

“We  believe  that  the  recognition  of  the  following  principles  with 
regard  to  the  relationship  of  missionaries  to  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  China  will  make  their  status  clear,  and  work  out  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  work  as  a whole  and  enable  the  missionary  to  exer- 
cise his  or  her  best  gifts,  and  thus  contribute  in  the  fullest  measure 
towards  the  development  of  Christian  work  in  China: 

(a)  Missionaries  assigned  for  service  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
China  may  retain  their  membership  in  their  sending  Church, 
inasmuch  as  their  maintenance  is  being  supplied  by  that 
Church, 

(b)  When  missionaries  first  come  to  China,  and  upon  return  from 
furlough,  their  allocation  and  work  should  be  determined  by 
the  synod  after  consultation  with  the  missionary  concerned 
and  his  mission,  so  long  as  his  mission  continues  to  function 
in  regard  to  such  matters.  If  a district  association  wishes  a par- 
ticular missionary  to  be  allocated  for  work  within  its  bounds, 
it  should  make  its  request  to  the  synod. 

(c)  Missionaries  when  assigned  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China 
shall,  for  all  practical  purposes,  become  fully  responsible,  as 
to  work  and  conduct,  to  that  Church. 

(d)  They  may  become  officers  and  agents  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  China  as  truly  as  their  Chinese  brethren  in  like  position. 

(e)  In  cases  of  discipline  as  to  conduct,  or  dissatisfaction  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  with  the  performance  of 
the  work  assigned  to  the  missionary,  after  thorough  investiga- 
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tion  and  efforts  at  adjustment  by  the  synod  have  failed,  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  may  dispense  with  his  services.  In 
such  event  a statement  of  the  case  shall  be  prepared  by  the 
synod  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  missionary  is  working, 
and/or  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
China,  to  be  presented  to  the  sending  Church  or  its  agents.” 

INVITATION  TO  UNION 

“To  all  evangelical  Churches  in  China,  whether  the  ‘Younger 
Churches’  of  old  historical  communions;  or  the  smaller,  less  known 
groups  of  Churches;  or  the  widely  scattered,  though  virile,  inde- 
pendent Churches,  to  each  and  all,  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China 
extends  an  earnest  invitation  to  negotiate  individually  or  unitedly, 
with  a view  of  effecting  mutual  organic  union.” 

“This  standing  invitation  was  officially  extended  by  the  First 
General  Assembly,  which  met  in  Shanghai,  in  1927.  It  has  been 
renewed  at  each  succeeding  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.” 

“The  Second  General  Assembly,  which  met  in  Canton  in  1930, 
expressed  the  invitation  in  this  wise: 

“We  believe  that  nothing  short  of  the  complete  organic  unity 
of  the  disciples  of  Christ  will  satisfy  the  desire  of  our  Lord  who 
prayed  that  we  might  all  be  one,  that  the  world  might  believe.  We 
believe  that  the  challenge  of  the  present  situation  in  China  calls  for 
a united  facing  of  the  great  task  of  winning  China  for  Christ.  Never- 
theless confronting  such  overwhelming  responsibility  and  a task 
of  such  magnitude,  we  find  ourselves  not  yet  fully  imited.  Therefore 
it  is  resolved:  (1)  that  this  General  Assembly  send  greetings  to 
such  churches  as  have  expressed  a desire  for  imity,  and  also  to 
such  as  have  sent  greetings  and  fraternal  delegates  to  this  General 
Assembly;  (2)  that  we  reaffirm  the  action  of  the  First  General 
Assembly  as  follows: 

(a)  The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  unequivocally  conserves  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  evangelical  Christianity. 

(b)  Although  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  has  a commonly  ac- 
cepted Bond  of  Union,  nevertheless  she  has  the  sincerest 
respect  for  the  freedom  of  the  local  church  in  matters  of  belief. 

(c)  The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  solemnly  accepts  Christ’s  holy 
teachings  concerning  the  unity  of  His  disciples,  and,  in  order 
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also  to  fulfill  the  aspirations  of  the  Chinese  Church,  we  are 
ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  negotiations  to  achieve  organic 
union  with  all  other  evangelical  Churches  who  are  of  a like 
mind  concerning  unity.  We  extend  a heartfelt  invitation  to  all 
who  share  this  desire  with  us. 

PROSPECTS  OF  FURTHER'  UNION 

A wise  Christian  leader  of  the  West  has  remarked  that  Chris- 
tian unity  will  not  come  by  the  way  of  balanced  reasonings,  a claim 
here  and  a concession  there.  It  will  take  place  in  obedience  to  some 
mighty  and  unanimous  impulse  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  find 
God.  This  unity  perhaps  will  be  achieved  in  consequence  of  some 
threat  from  the  world  which  can  be  escaped  only  by  some  affirma- 
tion of  faith  and  hope  and  love  such  as  makes  us  one.  Perhaps  the 
Church  is  destined  some  day  to  find  herself  one,  but  it  may  be  in 
the  depth  of  a dark  night  that  the  Church  will  make  that  blessed 
discovery. 


“Neither  for  these  only  do  I pray,  but  for  them  also  that  believe 
on  me  through  their  word;  that  they  may  all  be  one;  even  as  thou. 
Father,  art  in  me  and  I in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  in  us:  that 
the  world  may  believe  that  thou  didst  send  me.  And  the  glory 
which  thou  hast  given  me  I have  given  unto  them;  that  they  may 
be  one,  even  as  we  are  one;  I in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they 
may  be  perfected  into  one;  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou 
didst  send  me,  and  lovedst  them,  even  as  thou  lovedst  me.”  (John 
17:20-23) 


A PRAYER  FOR  UNITY 

“O  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Saviour, 
the  Prince  of  Peace;  Give  us  grace  seriously  to  lay  to  heart  the  great 
dangers  we  are  in  by  our  unhappy  divisions.  Take  away  all  hatred 
and  prejudice,  and  whatsoever  else  may  hinder  us  from  godly 
Union  and  Concord;  that,  as  there  is  but  one  Body,  and  one  Spirit, 
and  one  Hope  of  our  Calling,  one  Lord,  one  Faith,  one  Baptism, 
one  God  and  Father  of  us  all  so  we  may  henceforth  be  all  of  one 
heart,  and  of  one  soul,  united  in  one  holy  bond  of  Truth  and  Peace, 
of  Faith  and  Charity,  and  may  with  one  mind  and  one  mouth 
glorify  Thee  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen.”  (From  The 
Book  of  Common  Prayer.) 
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COOPERATION  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA 
WITH  THE  SENDING  CHURCHES 

Plan  for  Closer  Cooperation  in  Europe  and  America  as  adopted 
by  the  Fourth  General  Assembly  in  1937: 

1.  We  believe  that  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  China,  that  cooperative  councils  or  committees  be  or- 
ganized in  Great  Britain  and  North  America,  respectively,  through 
which  the  Mission  Boards  cooperating  with  our  Church  might  face 
together  the  needs  of  the  Church  as  a whole.  Direct  relationships 
of  the  same  scope  would  be  established  between  the  General  Coun- 
cil and  the  cooperating  sending  Church  in  New  Zealand. 

2.  The  details  of  the  organization  of  these  councils  would  be 
for  the  constituent  cooperating  societies  to  define.  Their  functions 
would  be  such  as  these  societies  are  willing  to  delegate  and  as  the 
council  is  willing  to  assume. 

3.  We  believe  that  such  councils  can  serve  the  interests  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  in  at  least  two  respects:  (a)  They  will 
enable  the  different  cooperating  western  Churches  to  visualize  our 
Church  as  a whole,  and  thus  enable  them  to  give  such  aid  in  per- 
soimel  and  funds  as  they  make  to  any  particular  synod  with  the 
background  of  the  total  needs  of  the  Church  rather  than  limiting 
their  vision  to  one  or  more  clearly  delimited  spheres  of  influence, 
to  which  their  interest  is  narrowly  confined,  (b)  The  development 
of  the  life  and  work  of  the  Church  has  created  demands  for  projects 
which  are  national  in  scope  and  yet  which  are  essential  to  the  best 
development  of  the  regional  and  parochial  projects  in  which  the 
various  western  Churches  are  cooperating.  Such  councils  are  in- 
dispensable if  the  General  Assembly  is  to  meet  successfully  these 
challenging  tasks. 

4.  We  fully  recognize  that  the  different  western  Churches  have 
special  interests  and  responsibilities  with  regard  to  the  Chinese 
Churches  which  have  grown  up  as  a result  of  their  missionary  work. 
We  visualize  the  work  of  the  cooperative  councils  to  be  set  up  as 
supplementary  to  such  relationships,  rather  than  attempting  to  take 
their  place. 
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COOPERATIVE  COUNCILS  ORGANIZED 

In  accordance  with  the  above  declaration  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly two  Councils  have  been  organized;  one  in  Great  Britain  called 
the  “London  Council  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China”;  the  other 
in  North  America  known  as  the  “North  American  Advisory  Com- 
mittee.”* 


The  function  of  these  councils  has  as  yet  not  been  clearly  de- 
fined, except  that  with  one  heart  and  will  they  desire  to  cooperate 
with  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  in  the  great  task  in  which  she  is 
engaged  in  the  war-torn  China  of  today. 

MISSIONS  COOPERATIVE  COUNCIL 

The  Missions  Cooperative  Council  which  was  in  the  process  of 
being  formed  in  China  before  the  war  between  the  Allied  Nations 
and  Japan  broke  out,  will  presumably  be  completed  on  return  of 
more  normal  conditions.  This  “Council,”  it  is  proposed,  will  be 
representative  of  all  the  Missions  cooperating  in  and  with  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China.  Its  function  will  be  consultative  and 
advisory,  not  administrative.  Its  main  object  will  be  to  strengthen 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  in  its  task  of  building  a strong  in- 
digenous Christian  Church  and  through  it  unitedly  and  in  coopera- 
tion with  other  Christian  forces,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  press  forward  in  the  performance  of  its  duty  in  carrying  out 
the  Great  Commission  of  Our  Lord. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA  AND 
THE  NATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  COUNCIL 

Many  people  ask  why  there  should  be  two  national  organiza- 
tions like  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  and  the  National  Christian 
Council  and  sometimes  suggest  that  there  is  duplication  of  function. 
The  purposes  and  functions  of  these  two  bodies  are  quite  different. 
The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  is  an  organic  Church,  organized  from 
local  congregation  to  General  Assembly.  Such  a Church  exists  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  to  nurture  its  members,  to  ordain  ministers, 
dispense  the  Sacraments  and  to  carry  out  every  task  committed 
to  a church,  as  well  as  to  promote  organic  union  and  carry  on  mis- 
sionary tasks.  The  National  Christian  Council,  which  is  comparable 
to  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  is  a federa- 

*Fot  the  respective  constituent  membership  of  these  councils  see  pages  3 
and  31. 
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tion  of  the  various  Churches  and  other  Christian  organizations.  It 
performs  many  necessary  functions,  which  will  be  necessary  as  long 
as  there  are  different  denominations.  The  National  Christian  Coun- 
cil, through  its  staff,  provides  a clearing  house  for  information,  an  or- 
ganization to  promote  evangelism,  study  and  social  service  and  in 
certain  ways  to  promote  fellowship  between  the  Church  in  China 
and  in  other  lands.  The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  is  the  largest 
Church  within  the  National  Christian  Council,  and  thus  shares  in 
its  work.  But  neither  one  can  take  the  place  of  the  other,  nor  do 
they  overlap  or  compete  in  any  way.  Both  will  be  necessary  till 
that  day  comes  when  there  will  be  in  China  one  holy  catholic 
Church. 

CHURCH  REGISTRATION  WITH  THE  CHINESE  GOVERNMENT 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  in  1937 
secured  registration  with  the  Chinese  Government.  Registration  is 
equivalent  to  being  granted  a charter,  or  being  incorporated,  in  the 
West.  It  gives  the  Church  a legal  status  and  the  right  to  hold,  buy, 
or  sell  property. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  held  in  1937  at 
Tsingtao  it  was  voted  to  set  up  a “Property  Holding  Corporation” 
to  be  known  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  China. 

The  object  of  this  board  of  trustees,  as  defined  by  the  General 
Assembly,  is  “to  hold  in  trust  and  administer  all  property  and  funds 
of  the  Church  including  that  which  has  been  transferred  or  may  in 
the  future  be  transferred  to  the  Church  by  Western  missionary 
societies.” 

A constitution  defining  the  duties  and  the  powers  of  this  Board 
of  Trustees  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly.  As  soon  as  con- 
ditions permit  this  will  be  put  into  operation. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA  DURING  THE  WAR 

The  war  between  China  and  Japan  commenced  with  the  Lukou- 
chiao  incident  on  July  7,  1937.  Just  about  a week  later,  in  spite 
of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  travel  and  the  uncertainties  of  the 
national  situation,  the  4th  General  Assembly  met  as  planned  in 
Tsingtao.  The  development  of  the  war  made  it  impossible  for  the 
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General  Assembly  office  to  function  from  Peiping,  and  the  head- 
quarters were  therefore  transferred  to  Shanghai.  As  soon  as  the 
urgent  work  following  the  Assembly  meeting  had  been  completed, 
the  attention  of  the  staff  was  given  to  several  forms  of  special  war 
work. 

Service  for  Wounded  Soldiers 

In  the  early  months  of  the  war,  when  there  was  heavy  fighting 
on  several  fronts,  thousands  of  soldiers  suffered  intensely  in  being 
taken  from  the  front  to  base  hospitals.  In  a survey  of  special  types 
of  need.  Dr.  A.  R.  Kepler  felt  that  service  to  wounded  soldiers 
who  were  being  moved  was  one  of  the  most  urgent  tasks  requiring 
devoted  service.  Steps  were  taken  in  the  first  place  by  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  China  to  secure  government  permission  to  do  the  work, 
to  recruit  staff  and  raise  money.  The  result  was  the  formation  of 
the  National  Council  for  Service  of  Wounded  Soldiers  in  Transit. 
This  Council  was  first  headed  by  Dr.  Kepler  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Djang. 
The  passage  of  time  and  the  course  of  the  war  and  the  increased 
responsibility  assumed  by  the  Government  made  it  possible  by 
1939  for  the  direction  of  the  organization  to  be  taken  over  by  others. 
Although  the  Council  now  receives  its  support  entirely  from  the 
Government,  it  still  continues  its  work  and  is  still  directed  by 
Christians. 

Christian  Literature  and  Student  Work 

In  the  early  years  of  the  war  in  China  travel  about  the  country 
was  still  possible,  and  the  normal  work  of  the  General  Assembly 
staff  could  be  carried  out.  But  new  opportunities  for  service,  espe- 
cially in  the  free  areas,  constituted  a challenge  to  our  Church. 
One  of  these  was  the  need  for  better  facilities  for  the  production 
of  Christian  literature,  and  the  other  was  the  need  of  personnel  to 
carry  on  Christian  work  among  students  in  the  government  univer- 
cities  which  had  migrated  to  Free  China. 

On  a visit  to  Chengtu  in  1940,  Dr.  Kepler  and  Mr.  Baxter  saw  the 
chance  to  increase  the  production  of  Christian  literature  by  secur- 
ing new  presses  for  the  Canadian  Mission  Press.  Their  appeal  for 
the  necessary  funds  was  successful  and  new  presses  were  bought 
and  used  at  once.  The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  cooperated  with 
other  bodies  in  securing  Chinese  and  foreign  staff  to  work  among 
students  in  government  universities.  This  work  has  proved  one  of 
the  most  strategic  moves  on  the  part  of  Christian  forces  during  the 

[17] 


war.  In  many  government  universities  there  are  strong  Christian 
fellowships,  and  the  work  as  a whole  is  church-centric.  In  the 
autumn  of  1943,  two  Church  of  Christ  graduates  of  government 
universities  entered  the  B.  D.  course  in  Nanking  Theological 
Seminary. 


Church  Mission  Work 

Kweiyang  City  (Kweichow):  The  Fourth  General  Assembly 
took  action  urging  the  importance  of  missionary  work  and  author- 
ized the  beginning  of  a Church  Mission.  The  funds  for  this  work 
were  to  be  raised  entirely  in  China  or  from  Chinese  living  abroad. 
The  area  chosen  for  our  Church  Mission  was  the  needy  province  of 
Kweichow.  Work  was  begun  in  1939  by  two  members  of  the  Assem- 
bly staff  and,  later,  missionaries  were  appointed.  The  work  in  the 
City  of  Kweiyang  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a strong 
congregation,  and  work  has  been  begun  in  Huishui,  Huangping  and 
Tungtze.  Since  the  spread  of  the  war  in  the  Pacific,  a part  of  the 
support  for  the  work  in  Kweichow  has  been  received  from  abroad, 
but  most  of  the  funds  are  raised  in  China. 

Border  Mission 

In  1939,  while  Dr.  Cheng  Ching-yi  was  in  Chungking,  a con- 
versation with  Dr.  H.  H.  Kung  resulted  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Border  Mission.  This  great  venture,  which  is  now  just  four  years 
old,  merits  a whole  booklet  to  itself,  and  this  we  hope  to  produce 
before  long.  The  work  began  through  a challenge  to  the  Church 
to  undertake  a piece  of  patriotic  and  missionary  work  among  the 
neglected  tribes  people  on  the  borders  of  China.  On  the  side  of  the 
Government,  substantial  support  was  promised  for  educational, 
medical  and  social  service  work.  The  whole  enterprise  was  to  be 
entrusted  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China, 
and  the  Church  was  to  raise  all  funds  necessary  for  carrying  on 
evangelistic  work.  It  was  the  hope  of  Dr.  Cheng  that  he  might  go 
to  Shanghai,  wind  up  his  business  there  and  move  to  West  China 
to  help  start  the  work  of  the  Border  Mission.  Meantime,  Mr.  W.  B. 
Djang  began  the  work,  first  in  West  Szechuan  and  later  in  Sikiang. 
Dr.  Cheng  died  in  Shanghai,  and  from  the  beginning  Mr.  Djang  has 
directed  the  Border  Mission.  The  work,  which  was  begun  in  a small 
way  and  carried  on  quietly,  has  been  very  successful  and  has 
secured  wide  recognition.  Support  has  now  been  secured  from 
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Chinese  Government  sources  for  its  part  in  the  program  for  1944, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  strengthen  the  evangelistic  work  through  gifts 
from  the  Chinese  Church  and  western  Churches  and  friends. 

Yunnan  Project 

A third  piece  of  missionary  work  began  in  1940  in  Yunnan. 
This  project  aimed  at  having  a strong  church  in  the  City  of  Kun- 
ming and  social,  educational  and  medical  work  in  addition  to  church 
work,  in  South  Yunnan. 

We  believe  it  likely  that  a new  pattern  ol  administration  with 
mission  boards  working  cooperatively  under  the  Chinese  Church 
will  gradually  come  into  operation.  The  North  American  Advisory 
Committee  has  approved  this  project  and  a number  of  the  cooperat- 
ing boards  have  sent  or  are  sending  missionaries,  appointing  them 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  for 
the  Yunnan  Mission  project. 

The  work  wilt  be  “church-centric”  rather  than  “mission-centric.” 
There  will  be  no  foreign  mission  or  station  as  administrative  organi- 
zations. On  personal  matters,  such  as  salaries,  furloughs,  health, 
language  study,  housing,  foreign  missionaries  are  directly  related 
to  their  respective  mission  boards,  which  assume  financial  responsi- 
bility for  them.  Their  work  and  assignment,  however,  are  under  the 
General  Assembly  and  its  duly  constituted  agencies. 

It  is  premature  to  forecast  conditions  after  the  war,  but  pre- 
sumably the  Missions  Cooperating  Council  of  the  C.C.C.  will  be 
reconstituted  in  China.  In  such  circumstances  it  is  probable  the 
contact  of  the  General  Assembly  will  be  with  the  M.C.C.  on  the 
field  ( and  through  it  to  the  member  boards  and/or  field  agencies ) 
rather  than  direct  with  the  Advisory  Committee  in  N.A.  and/or 
the  London  Council.  Such  a Council  in  China  has  the  advantage 
of  including  all  the  cooperating  bodies  of  the  various  countries,  as 
well  as  being  close  to  the  actual  situation  and  the  field  agencies  of 
the  several  boards.  There  may,  however,  be  need  for  an  Advisory 
Committee  abroad  near  the  home  base  of  the  cooperating  boards, 
to  pool  information,  and  make  suggestions  as  to  policy,  personnel 
and  budget.  We  are  still  in  the  experimental  stage  of  working  out 
these  relationships.  Hence  the  above  suggestions  in  this  paragraph 
are  tentative,  but  they  do  represent  the  attitude  and  general  policy 
of  the  North  American  Advisory  Committee. 
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FINANCING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA 

When  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  was  organized  in  1927 
plans  were  made  to  secure  a large  part  of  the  support  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  from  the  local  churches,  through  district  associations 
and  synods.  Experience  proved  that  revenue  from  this  source  tended 
to  fall  off,  rather  than  to  increase.  Before  the  period  of  economic 
emergency  a substantial  part  of  the  Assembly  budget  was  received 
in  personal  gifts  from  missionaries.  The  whole  question  of  the  sup- 
port of  the  General  Assembly  by  the  Church  in  China  was  carefully 
studied  at  the  Tsingtao  Assembly,  1937.  It  was  planned  to  raise  an 
endowment  fund  for  the  support  of  the  Assembly,  and  also  to  try 
to  secure  regular  contributions  from  all  the  synods.  But  the  course 
of  the  war,  and  the  difficult  economic  situation  in  China  have  com- 
bined to  frustrate  the  plans  made  at  Tsingtao. 

Although  support  in  China  for  the  regular  work  of  the  Assembly 
office  has  not  been  secured,  Chinese  gifts  to  missionary  work  have 
been  very  encouraging.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war  in  the  Pacific 
large  sums  were  secured  for  the  new  work  in  Kweichow.  The  Mod- 
erator and  Youth  Secretary  went  to  the  South  Seas  to  raise  funds 
from  Chinese  abroad  and  secured  a considerable  sum,  part  of  which 
is  now  in  New  York.  Unfortunately  the  Moderator  and  Youth 
Secretary  were  caught  in  the  Philippines,  but  they  are  safe  there. 

When  the  work  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  China  was  organized 
in  Free  China,  generous  support  was  provided  by  committees  repre- 
senting cooperating  missionary  societies  in  North  America,  Great 
Britain  and  New  Zealand.  In  1943,  the  various  cooperating  missions 
gave  almost  U.S.$30,000  and  also  contributed  the  services  of  sev- 
eral missionaries. 

It  is  anticipated  that  two-thirds  of  the  General  Assembly  budget 
will  be  secured  from  abroad,  and  a large  part  of  the  Yunnan  Mission 
budget.  This  will  make  a total  of  about  one-seventh  of  the  budget 
to  come  from  abroad.  Of  the  Border  Mission  budget,  more  than 
$1,000,000,  Chinese  currency,  will  be  available  for  evangelistic  work 
in  1944,  a larger  proportion  of  the  total  budget  than  ever  before  of 
this  money  is  being  given  by  Chinese  Christians.  All  but  $150,000, 
Chinese  National  Currency,  of  the  Kweichow  budget  is  being  raised 
in  China.  The  gifts  obtained  in  China  for  missionary  work,  since 
1942,  have  been  mostly  from  large  contributors.  While  this  is 
gratifying,  we  ought  in  addition  to  base  our  support  on  contributions 
from  the  rank  and  file  of  membership. 
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While  the  Provisional  Council  in  Free  China  has  responsibility 
for  work  in  the  free  areas  only,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
Shanghai  office  still  carries  on,  and  its  budget  for  1944  will  be  raised 
entirely  from  the  Churches  in  the  occupied  area.  During  the  last 
months  of  1943,  the  Shanghai  office  planned  to  raise  $100,000, 
Shanghai  currency,  in  Shanghai. 

The  General  Assembly  is  a long  way  from  attaining  self-support, 
but  encouraging  progress  is  being  made. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA  AND  THE  FUTURE 

As  we  look  at  the  future,  realizing  the  smallness  of  our  human 
resources,  and  the  greatness  of  the  task  awaiting  us,  we  can  only  ask, 
“Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things?”  Thank  God,  our  task  is  not  a 
human  task.  The  Church  is  more  than  a human  institution,  and  we 
do  not  work  alone.  We  work  in  the  power  that  God  is  willing  to 
give  us,  and  in  the  knowledge  that  we  are  part  of  a great  world 
fellowship,  every  part  of  which  prays  for  us,  as  we  in  turn  pray  for 
the  whole  Church  of  God. 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  is  a imited  Church,  but  we  are 
not  satisfied  to  remain  as  we  are,  nor  do  we  merely  ask  others  to 
come  and  join  us.  We  stand  for  union  with  all  who  hold  the  evan- 
gelical faith  and  desire  to  unite  with  any  who  have  the  same  pur- 
pose as  ours.  We  are  also  conscious  of  the  need  to  strengthen  each 
synod  and  to  bind  the  various  S3mods  into  a more  church-conscious 
national  Church.  Yet  we  are  not  anxious  to  become  a national 
Church  in  any  sense  except  that  it  is  natural  for  Churches  in  China 
to  organize  because  of  geography  and  language.  We  are  a part  of 
the  ecumenical  Church,  which  now  cooperates  with  us.  Thus  we 
constantly  work  for  the  consolidation  of  our  union  and  desire  closer 
fellowship  with  others. 

Threefold  Task 

As  a Church  we  are  committed  to  a threefold  task  of  deepening 
the  spiritual  life. of  our  members,  of  promoting  evangelism  and 
carrying  on  missionary  work.  The  actual  administration  of  our 
missionary  work  is  at  the  moment  a major  responsibility  of  the 
General  Assembly.  But  the  missionary  work  can  never  flourish 
unless  there  is  constant  emphasis  upon  the  spiritual  nurture  of  all 
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our  members,  and  upon  the  task  of  evangelism  in  every  parish  and 
synod,  as  well  as  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  country.  To  emphasize 
this  eternal  task  of  the  Church  is  part  of  our  work  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  past. 


Missionaries  and  the  Church 

A major  emphasis  in  the  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Assembly 
in  the  near  future  is  the  integration  of  the  work  of  western  missions 
into  that  of  the  Chinese  Church.  Without  the  work  of  missionaries 
there  never  would  have  been  a Chinese  Church,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity for  western  Christians  to  serve  in  the  Chinese  Church  was 
never  better  than  now.  Moreover,  the  Church  in  China  needs  the 
help  not  only  of  individual  Christians,  but  of  missionary  societies. 
The  Church  in  China  is  at  different  stages  of  development  in  differ- 
ent areas,  and  consequently  the  relation  between  Church  and  west- 
ern Missions  will  not  be  the  same  in  every  case.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  staff  of  the  General  Assembly  can  assist  in  the  task  of  bring- 
ing into  the  Chinese  Church  the  resources  which  the  Church  in  the 
West  can  make  available  in  China.  In  some  parts  of  the  Church 
missionaries  work  entirely  within  the  Chinese  Church  organization, 
and  some  missionary  societies  have  already  contributed  both  funds 
and  personnel  direct  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  be  assigned  by 
the  Provisional  Council.  The  place  of  the  missionary  in  the  Chinese 
Church  is  one  of  great  usefulness,  and  at  this  time  of  transition  it  is 
part  of  the  task  of  the  General  Assembly  to  help  both  Church  and 
Missions  plan  together  for  the  best  use  of  all  their  resources. 


National  Leadership 

The  future  of  the  Church  depends  to  a large  extent  on  the 
quality  of  leadership  that  we  can  train.  While  it  is  not  the  direct 
responsibility  of  the  General  Assembly  to  secure  leaders  for  our 
Churches,  it  is  a part  of  our  task  to  recruit  students  for  the  ministry 
and  to  set  high  standards  for  the  leadership  of  our  Church.  Each 
General  Assembly  has  emphasized  the  training  of  the  ministry  and 
the  necessity  of  securing  trained  lay  leaders.  As  we  prepare  for  the 
future  we  are  conscious  that  unless  we  have  dedicated  ministers  and 
laymen  the  tasks  outlined  in  this  booklet  cannot  be  carried  out 
The  whole  Church  is  aware  of  this  need,  and  in  this  work  of  training 
leaders  we  are  already  cooperating  with  other  Churches  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  future. 
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ADDENDUM 


The  Constitution  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Chino 

Part  I.  Name,  Purpose,  Bond  of  Union 

Article  1:  This  Church  shall  be  called  “The  Church  of  Christ  in 
China,”  “Chung-hua  Chi-tu  Chiao-hui.” 

Article  2:  The  Church  shall  have  as  its  object  to  unite  Christian 
believers  in  China,  to  plan  and  promote  with  united  strength  the 
spirit  of  self-support,  self-governance  and  self-propagation,  in  order 
to  extend  Christ’s  Gospel,  practise  His  Way  of  Life  and  spread  His 
Kingdom  throughout  the  world. 

Article  3:  Based  on  the  principle  of  the  freedom  of  formulating 
her  own  faith,  the  bond  of  union  shall  consist: 

( 1 ) In  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Redeemer  and  Lord  on 
whom  the  Christian  Church  is  founded;  and  in  an  earnest  desire 
for  the  establishment  of  His  Kingdom  throughout  the  whole  earth. 

(2)  In  our  acceptance  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  as  the  divinely  inspired  word  of  God,  and  the 
supreme  authority  in  matters  of  faith  and  duty. 

(3)  In  our  acknowledgment  of  the  Apostles’  Creed  as  express- 
ing the  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  common  evangelical  faith. 

Article  4:  All  Churches  who  accept  this  Constitution  are  quali- 
fied to  become  constituent  parts  of  this  united  body. 

Any  Constituent  Church,  in  addition  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
bond  of  union,  may  retain  its  original  standards  of  faith. 

Part  II.  Grades  of  Church  Councils 

Article  5:  The  Church  shall  administer  its  affairs  through  the 
following  councils: 

(a)  Local  Church — A local  church  is  a company  of  believers 
regularly  organized  and  assembling  statedly  for  public  worship  in 
one  or  more  places,  and  recognized  by  the  district  association  in 
whose  bounds  it  is  located.  The  method  of  its  organization  shall  be 
decided  by  such  district  association. 

(b)  District  Associations — A district  association  is  a body 
composed  of  the  lay-representatives  of  the  churches  within  a de- 
fined district  and  their  ministers  and  their  evangelists  or  licentiates 
who  are  recognized  by  such  district  association. 

(c)  Synod — A synod  is  a body  composed  of  delegates  ap- 
pointed by  two  or  more  district  associations  within  a given  area. 
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(d)  The  General  Assembly — The  General  Assembly,  the  high- 
est council  of  the  Church,  is  a body  composed  of  commissioners 
elected  by  all  the  respective  synods. 

Part  III.  Duties  and  Powers  of  Respective  Church  Councils 

Article  6:  The  local  church  is  the  basic  organization  of  the 
Church.  Its  duties  and  powers  shall  be  determined  by  its  district 
association. 

Article  7:  The  duties  and  powers  of  the  district  association 
shall  be  as  follows: 

(a)  To  organize,  supervise,  assist,  or  disband  churches  within 
its  bounds. 

(b)  By  consent  of  the  synod,  to  train,  examine,  ordain,  install, 
or  discipline  all  church  officers  within  its  bounds. 

(c)  To  promote  evangelistic,  educational,  medical  and  social 
work  within  its  bounds. 

(d)  To  decide  references  and  appeals  regularly  presented  by 
the  churches  within  its  bounds. 

(e)  To  review  the  minutes  of  the  churches  within  its  bounds. 

(f)  To  appoint  representatives  to  the  synod  within  whose 
bounds  it  is  located. 

Article  8:  The  duties  and  powers  of  synods  shall  be  as  follows: 

(a)  To  organize  and  to  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  district 
associations  within  its  bounds. 

(b)  To  decide  all  appeals  and  other  matters  referred  to  it  by 
the  district  associations  within  its  bounds. 

(c)  To  decide  all  questions  respecting  doctrine  and  church 
government  which  may  arise  in  the  district  associations  within  its 
bounds. 

(d)  To  train,  examine,  ordain,  install  or  discipline  officers  of 
the  district  associations  or  local  churches  within  its  bounds. 

(e)  To  inaugurate,  promote  and  supervise  evangelistic,  theo- 
logical, educational,  medical  and  social  work  within  its  bounds. 

(f)  To  review  minutes  of  the  district  associations  within  its 
bounds. 

(g)  To  appoint  representatives  to  serve  as  commissioners  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

Article  9:  The  duties  and  powers  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  as  follows: 
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(a)  To  be  the  representative  of  the  whole  Church  and  to  con- 
stitute a bond  of  union  among  all  grades  of  church  councils. 

(b)  To  consider  and  settle  questions  that  may  arise  concerning 
church  government  or  doctrine  among  the  synods. 

(c)  To  determine  the  standards  for  the  ministry  and  regulate 
the  reception  of  ministers  from  other  denominations. 

(d)  To  plan  and  administer  all  matters  in  connection  with  the 
interest  of  the  whole  Church. 

Part  IV.  Amendments 

Article  10:  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered,  increased  or 
diminished,  unless  there  are  two-thirds  of  the  votes  from  all  district 
associations  of  the  Church  affirming  such  alteration,  increase  or 
diminution.  District  associations  in  voting  on  any  amendment  to 
this  Constitution  shall  have  their  number  of  votes  determined  by 
the  number  of  communicants,  namely,  one  vote  for  every  five  hun- 
dred (500)  communicants  or  fraction  thereof. 

Article  11:  Votes  by  district  associations  on  proposed  amend- 
ments shall  be  categorically  “yes”  or  “no.”  The  district  associations 
may  in  separate  overtures  propose  amendments  or  change,  but  such 
must  in  no  wise  limit  or  affect  that  “yes”  or  “no”  vote  on  the  pro- 
posed amendments  transmitted  to  them  for  approval. 

By-laws  of  the  Church  of  Christ  In  China 

Part  I.  Doctrinal  Basis  of  Union 

Article  1:  The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  has  the  prerogative 
of  formulating  her  own  doctrinal  statement. 

Article  2:  Every  office  bearer  in  the  local  churches  and  district 
associations  of  the  Church  shall  declare  his  acceptance  and  observ- 
ance of  the  bond  of  union  as  stated  in  the  Constitution. 

Part  II.  Missionaries 

Article  3:  Each  synod  shall  have  liberty  to  define  for  itself 
the  place  of  the  missionary  in  its  organization. 

Part  III.  Local  Churches 

Article  4:  Each  local  church  shall  appoint  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict association  within  whose  boimds  it  is  located. 
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Article  5:  Each  local  church  may  adopt  its  own  by-laws  which 
must  be  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

Part  IV.  District  Associations 

Article  6:  The  representatives  appointed  by  the  local  church 
to  its  district  association  shall  be  chosen  from  among  the  church 
officers  and  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  communicants.  Churches 
with  two  hundred  (200)  or  more  communicant  members  shall 
appoint  two  (2)  representatives;  churches  with  five  hundred  (500) 
or  more  shall  appoint  three  (3)  representatives.  But  each  local 
church  shall  appoint  at  least  one  ( 1 ) representative. 

Article  7:  A district  association  may  permit  the  local  churches 
within  its  bounds  to  increase  their  number  of  representatives  to 
attend  the  district  association  meeting. 

Article  8:  A district  association  may,  whenever  necessary,  ap- 
point special  committees  for  all  branches  of  work  within  its  bounds 
and  give  them  instructions  and  suitable  authority  and  receive  their 
reports. 

Article  9:  Each  district  association  may  adopt  its  own  by-laws 
which  must  be  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

Part  V.  Synod 

Article  10:  Each  district  association  shall  appoint  representa- 
tives to  the  synod  according  to  the  number  of  communicant  mem- 
bers in  the  district  association.  For  each  five  hundred  (500)  in 
active  membership,  it  shall  appoint  two  (2)  representatives,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  a layman.  With  the  permission  of  the  synod,  the 
representation  of  the  district  associations  may  be  increased. 

Article  11:  A synod  may,  whenever  necessary,  appoint  special 
committees  for  all  branches  of  work  under  its  jurisdiction  and  give 
them  instructions  and  suitable  authority  and  receive  their  reports. 

Article  12:  Each  synod  may  adopt  its  own  by-laws  and  rules  of 
order,  which  should  be  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
Church. 


Part  VI.  The  General  Assembly 
Article  13:  The  number  of  commissioners  from  each  synod  to 
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the  General  Assembly  shall  be  according  to  its  communicant  mem- 
bership. 

For  the  first  three  thousand  (3,000)  communicants  or  fraction 
thereof,  there  shall  be  two  (2)  commissioners.  For  more  than  three 
thousand  (3,000)  up  to  six  thousand  (6,000)  communicants,  there 
shall  be  four  (4)  commissioners.  For  more  than  six  thousand 
(6,000)  up  to  ten  thousand  (10,000)  communicants,  there  shall  be 
six  (6)  commissioners.  For  more  than  ten  thousand  (10,000)  up  to 
fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  communicants,  there  shall  be  eight  (8) 
commissioners.  For  more  than  fifteen  thousand  (15,000)  com- 
municants, there  shall  be  ten  (10)  commissioners. 

In  each  case  one-half  of  the  commissioners  shall  be  ministers 
and  one-half  laymen. 

Article  14:  Alternates  shall  be  elected  for  each  one  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed. 

Article  15:  In  the  election  of  commissioners  to  the  General 
Assembly,  care  should  be  taken  that  there  is  a proper  proportion 
of  men  and  women,  Chinese  and  missionaries,  laymen  and  ordained 
pastors. 

Article  16:  The  officers  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be: 

(a)  A Moderator — The  Moderator  shall  be  chosen  from  among 
the  commissioners  present  and  shall  be  elected  at  the  close  of  the 
General  Assembly  preceding  the  one  of  which  he  is  to  be  the 
Moderator. 

(b)  Vice-Moderators — The  two  Vice-Moderators  shall  be 
elected  at  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  and  shall  be 
chosen  from  among  the  commissioners  present.  They  shall  serve 
only  during  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

(c)  Temporary  Clerks — Two  Temporary  Clerks  shall  be 
elected  at  the  first  session  of  the  General  Assembly  and  shall  be 
chosen  from  among  the  commissioners  present.  They  shall  serve 
only  during  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly. 

(d)  A Stated  Clerk — The  office  of  the  Stated  Clerk  shall  be 
held  concurrently  by  the  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Council. 

(e)  An  Honorary  Treasurer — The  Honorary  Treasurer  shall 
be  elected  for  a term  of  four  years  at  the  close  of  each  Assembly. 

Article  17:  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  once  every  four 
years.  The  time  and  place  for  such  a meeting  shall  be  determined 
by  the  General  Council  of  the  General  Assembly  one  year  previous 
to  the  meeting. 
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Article  18:  Twenty  commissioners  assembled  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business.  But  these  twenty  delegates  must  represent  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  synods  and  at  least  one-half  of  them  must  be  ministers. 

Article  19:  Except  in  special  circumstances,  the  General  As- 
sembly should  not  receive  appeals  directly  from  local  churches,  or 
district  associations. 

Article  20:  The  General  Assembly  may,  whenever  necessary, 
appoint  special  committees,  commissioners  or  boards  to  conduct  or 
study  the  affairs  of  the  Church. 

Article  21:  The  General  Assembly  may,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  district  associations,  prepare,  revise,  or  amend  the  Directory  of 
Worship,  Form  of  Government,  Book  of  Discipline. 

Article  22:  The  General  Assembly  may  appoint  the  Church’s 
representatives  on  all  interdenominational  or  union  agencies  which 
deal  with  “extra”  or  “inter”  synodical  matters. 

Article  23:  The  functions  of  the  General  Assembly,  necessary 
between  assemblies,  shall  be  exercised  by  its  General  Council. 

Article  24:  The  General  Assembly  may  adopt  its  own  by-laws 
which  should  be  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

Part  VII.  The  General  Council 

Article  25:  The  General  Council  shall  consist  of  the  following 
members: 

(a)  The  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly. 

(b)  A representative  from  each  synod  who  is  elected  to  this 
office  by  the  respective  synods  at  the  time  they  elect  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  General  Assembly  and  from  among  the  commissioners, 
and  the  election  confirmed  by  the  General  Assembly.  Each  synod 
shall  also  at  the  same  time  elect  an  alternate,  the  election  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  General  Assembly. 

(c)  Members-at-large. 

(d)  The  Honorary  Treasurer. 

Article  26:  The  General  Assembly  shall  elect  from  the  Church- 
at-large  as  members  of  the  General  Council,  one  ( 1 ) for  each  four 
(4)  synods  or  fraction  thereof. 
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Article  27:  The  officers  of  the  General  Council  shall  be  a Chair- 
man, a Vice-Chairman,  a Recording  Secretary,  a General  Secretary, 
and  two  Executive  Secretaries.  The  Moderator  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  serve  as  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Council. 

Article  28:  The  General  Secretary  and  the  Executive  Secretaries 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  General  Council  and  elected  by  the 
General  Assembly  for  a term  of  years  covered  by  two  (2)  General 
Assembly  meetings,  subject  to  re-election  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Article  29:  The  General  Council  shall  meet  at  least  once  every 
two  years.  The  time  and  place  shall  be  determined  by  its  Executive 
Committee. 

Article  30:  Actions  of  the  General  Council  at  its  Biennial  Meet- 
ing shall  be  operative  where  power  has  been  conferred,  but  the 
same  may  be  reviewed  or  reversed  by  the  General  Assembly  or  by 
a vote  of  a majority  of  the  synods. 

Article  31:  The  actions  of  the  General  Council  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  synods  immediately  after  each  meeting.  If  a synod 
takes  no  action  on  the  minutes  of  the  General  Council  within  one 
year,  such  synod  shall  be  considered  as  having  approved  the  said 
minutes. 

Article  32:  The  General  Council  shall  pass  on  the  budget  of  the 
General  Council  Office  and  all  boards  and  commissions  authorized 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Article  33:  The  General  Council  shall  prepare  a digest  of  its 
actions  to  be  submitted  to  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Article  34:  The  General  Council  shall  serve  as  the  Nominating 
and  Business  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly  and  shall  be  ex- 
officio  members  of  said  General  Assembly. 

Article  35:  The  term  of  a General  Council  shall  begin  on  the 
adjournment  of  the  General  Assembly  and  continue  until  the  ad- 
journment of  the  succeeding  General  Assembly.  Any  vacancies 
within  the  General  Council  among  the  members-at-large  shall  be 
filled  by  appointment  by  the  Council.  Vacancies  from  among  the 
synod  representatives  shall  be  temporarily  filled  by  the  General 
Council  until  a successor  is  elected  by  the  s3mod  concerned. 
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Article  36:  The  General  Council  may  adopt  its  own  by-laws 
which  should  be  in  harmony  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

Article  37:  The  functions  of  the  General  Council,  necessary  be- 
tween regular  meetings,  shall  be  exercised  by  its  Executive  Com- 
mittee. The  method  of  organization  of  such  Executive  Committee 
shall  be  decided  by  the  General  Council. 

Part  VIII.  Amendments 

Article  38:  These  By-Laws  shall  not  be  altered,  increased  or 
diminished,  unless  there  are  two-thirds  of  the  votes  from  all  district 
associations  of  the  Church  affirming  such  alteration,  increase  or 
diminution.  District  associations  in  voting  on  any  amendment  to 
these  By-Laws  shall  have  their  number  of  votes  determined  by  the 
number  of  communicants,  namely  one  (1)  vote  for  every  five 
hundred  (500)  communicants  or  fraction  thereof. 

Article  39:  Votes  by  district  associations  on  proposed  amend- 
ments shall  be  categorically  “yes”  or  “no.”  The  district  associations 
may  in  separate  overtures  propose  amendments  or  changes,  but 
such  must  in  no  wise  limit  or  affect  that  “yes”  or  “no”  vote  on  the 
proposed  amendments  transmitted  to  them  for  approval. 
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THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST  IN  CHINA 

General  Headquarters:  128  Museum  Road,  Shanghai,  China 
(for  the  present  in  occupied  China) 

Rev.  S.  S.  Chu,  Secretary  (Acting) 

Rev.  C.  K.  Lee,  Secretary  for  Church  Mission  Work 
Rev.  A.  J.  Fisher,  D.D.,  Executive  Secretary  (in  U.  S.  A. -Re- 
patriated) 

Provisional  Council  of  the  General  Assembly  in  Free  China 

Prof.  William  B.  Djang,  Chairman  of  the  Council 
Rev.  H.  H.  Tsui,  D.D.,  General  Secretary 
Rev.  E.  B.  Copland,  Executive  Secretary 
Miss  Y.  C.  Chi,  Secretary  for  Women’s  Work 

London  Council  of  Missions  (Cooperating  in  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  China) 

London  Missionary  Society 
Baptist  Missionary  Society  (English) 

Presbyterian  Church  of  England 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland 
Church  of  Scotland 

The  Rev.  H.  R.  Williamson,  D.Litt.  Secretary 
19  Fumival  Street,  Holborn,  London  E.  C.  4,  England. 

New  Zealand  Presbyterian  Church — (Cooperating  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  China) 

Rev.  D.  W.  MacDiarmid,  M.B.E.,  B.A. 

The  Director,  Missions  Committee 
Box  110,  G.P.O.  Auckland,  C 1 
New  Zealand. 
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